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Statement of Intentions
My dear friends, you have come together in this church so that the Lord may seal and strengthen your love

in the presence of the Church's minister and this community.  Christ abundantly blesses this love.  He has already consecrated you in baptism and now he enriches and strengthens you by a special sacrament so that you may assume the duties of marriage in mutual and lasting fidelity.  And so, in the presence of the Church, I ask you to state your intentions.

N. and N., have you come here freely and without reservation to give yourselves to each other in marriage?

Will you love and honor each other as man and wife for the rest of your lives?

Will you accept children lovingly from God, and bring them up according to the law of Christ and his Church?

Exchange of Vows: Choose option A or option B of the wedding vows.

Since it is your intention to enter into marriage, 

join your right hands, and declare your consent before God and his Church.

(A)
I, N., take you, N., to be my wife/husband.

I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.

I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.

(B)
I, N., take you, N., for my lawful wife/husband, to have and to hold, from this day forward,

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, until death do us part.

You have declared your consent before the Church. May the Lord in his goodness strengthen your consent

and fill you both with his blessings.  What God has joined, men must not divide.  Amen.

Exchange of Rings
N., take this ring as a sign of my love and fidelity.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Nuptial Blessing: Option A for when both the Bride and Groom are Baptized
My dear friends,

let us turn to the Lord and pray

that he will bless with his grace this woman now married in Christ to this man

and that he will unite in love the couple he has joined in this holy bond.

Father, by your power you have made everything out of nothing.

In the beginning you created the universe and made mankind in your own likeness.

You gave man the constant help of woman

so that man and woman should no longer be two, but one flesh,

and you teach us that what you have united may never be divided.

Father, you have made the union of man and wife so holy a mystery

that it symbolizes the marriage of Christ and his Church.

Father, by your plan man and woman are united,

and married life has been established as the one blessing

that was not forfeited by original sin or washed away in the flood.

Look with love upon this woman, your daughter,

now joined to her husband in marriage.

She asks your blessing.

Give her the grace of love and peace.

May she always follow the example of the holy women 

whose praises are sung in the scriptures.

May her husband put his trust in her

and recognize that she is his equal

and the heir with him to the life of grace.

May he always honor her and love her

as Christ loves his bride, the Church.

Father, keep them always true to your commandments.

Keep them faithful in marriage

and let them be living examples of Christian life.

Give them the strength which comes from the gospel

so that they may be witnesses of Christ to others.

Bless them with children and help them to be good parents.

May they live to see their children's children.

And, after a happy old age,

grant them fullness of life with the saints in the kingdom of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Nuptial Blessing: Option B for when both the Bride and Groom are Baptized
Let us pray to the Lord for N. and N.

who come to God's altar at the beginning of their married life

so that they may always be united in love for each other.

Holy Father, you created mankind in your own image

and made man and woman to be joined as husband and wife

in a union of body and heart

and so fulfill their mission in this world.

Father, to reveal the plan of your love,

you made the union of husband and wife

an image of the covenant between you and your people.

In the fulfillment of this sacrament,

the marriage of Christian man and woman

is a sign of the marriage between Christ and the Church.

Father, stretch out your hand, and bless N. and N.

Lord, grant that as they begin to live this sacrament

they may share with each other the gifts of your love

and become one in heart and mind

as witnesses to your presence in their marriage.

Help them to create a home together

and give them children to be formed by the gospel

and to have a place in your family.

Give your blessing to N., your daughter,

so that she may be a good wife and mother, caring for the home,

faithful in love for her husband, generous and kind.

Give your blessings to N., your son,

so that he may be a faithful husband and a good father.

Father, grant that as they come together to your table on earth,

so they may one day have the joy of sharing your feast in heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Nuptial Blessing: Option C for when both the Bride and Groom are Baptized
My dear friends, let us ask God for his continued blessings upon this bridegroom and his bride.

Holy Father, creator of the universe, maker of man and woman in your own likeness,

source of blessing for married life, we humbly pray to you for this woman

who today is united with her husband in this sacrament of marriage.

May your fullest blessing come upon her and her husband

so that they may together rejoice in your gift of married love

and enrich your Church with their children.

Lord, may they both praise you when they are happy and turn to you in their sorrows.

May they be glad that you help them in their work and know that you are with them in their need.

May they pray to you in the community of the Church, and be your witnesses in the world.

May they reach old age in the company of their friends, and come at last to the kingdom of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Nuptial Blessing: Option D for when either the Bride or the Groom is not Baptized
My dear friends, let us ask God for his continued blessings upon this bridegroom and his bride.

Holy Father, creator of the universe, maker of man and woman in your own likeness,

source of blessing for married life, we humbly pray to you for this woman

who today is united with her husband in the bond of marriage.

May your fullest blessing come upon her and her husband

so that they may together rejoice in your gift of married love.

May they be noted for their good lives and be parents filled with virtue.

Lord, may they both praise you when they are happy and turn to you in their sorrows.

May they be glad that you help them in their work and know that you are with them in their need.

May they reach old age in the company of their friends, and come at last to the kingdom of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Sample Intercessory Prayers (Optional for when both the Bride and the Groom are Baptized)

(Optional for possible use between the Exchange of Rings and the Nuptial Blessing)

General Intercessions for Rite of Marriage
The priest or deacon begins with this or a similar prayer: We ask God to bless this couple who have appeared before his altar to begin their life
together. We ask that the union which exists between Christ and the Church may be symbolic
of the new union that has been created through the reception of this sacrament.

(Always include one prayer for each of the following: the church, civil authorities, the sick, the
deceased. Examples are in bold above. You may prepare your own intercessions similar to this format. Please limit selection to 6 at the most)
1. For our Holy Father on earth. Pope n.. all the bishops and the clergy everywhere that
they may lead us to deeper faith in God and a stronger love for others, let us pray to
the Lord.
2. For our president and all leaders of government that they may be effective in
achieving peace and eliminating poverty, let us pray to the Lord.
3 That God who has given to the union of husband and wife the example of the union
between Christ and the Church may give every assistance to this couple to become one in
heart and mind, let us pray to the Lord.
4. For married persons, that they may continue to give. be able to forgive and find happiness
with the passing of each day, let us pray to the Lord.
5 For n. and n., now beginning their life together, that they may have divine assistance at
every moment, the constant support of friends, the rich blessing of children, a warm love
ro^h.ng nut to others and good health until a ripe old age. Set us pray to the Lord.
6. That God will bless this bridegroom and bride so that he may be a provident father and that
she may be a worthy mother, let us pray to the Lord.
7. That this bridal couple and the offspring of this marriage will one day be joyful sharers at
the table of heaven, let us pray to the Lord.
8 That all married couples at this ceremony will live always in the spirit of their wedding vows
and that each will be a means of salvation for his and her partner, let us pray to the Lord.
9 For those who are sick, lonely, discouraged or oppressed, that they may be
strengthened by God's help and aided by their friends, let us pray to the Lord.
10 For those who have died. especially the relatives and friends of n. and n. and all
present for this wedding, that they may enjoy perfect happiness and total fulfillment
in eternal life.
11. For the personal needs which we mention now in the silence of our hearts, let us pray to
the Lord.
The priest or deacon concludes  with this or a similar prayer:  Almighty Father, who made man and woman in your likeness, grant your blessing to this couple that they may always rejoice in your gift of married love and enrich your church with their children. Through Christ Our Lord.
Homily Input Questions: Please provide answers to these questions either verbally or in writing to the priest or deacon presiding at your wedding.
· Of all the men/women I have known, and perhaps dated, why did I choose this particular one as my spouse to be?

· Why did we choose the particular readings for our Marriage ceremony?

· What will people say about us as a married couple – 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 years from now?

· What gifts of time and talent will we bring to the community as individuals, as a married couple, in years to come?

Wedding Mass

	Groom
	Bride

	Day
	Time


Prelude Music: 
(selected with Music Director)
Entrance Procession: (selected with Music Director)
Entrance Music: (selected with Music Director)
	Old Testament Reading #
	Read by:

	Responsorial Psalm
	(selected with Music Director)

	New Testament Reading #
	Read by:

	Gospel Acclamation
	(selected with Music Director)

	Gospel Reading #
	Read by priest/Deacon

	Sermon
	Priest or Deacon


	Statement of Intentions
	Lead by Priest or Deacon

	Wedding Vows
	A     B

	Blessing and Exchange of Rings
	Lead by Priest or Deacon

	General Intercessions: 
	Read by:


	Offertory procession: (select 2 gift bearers)

	        Offertory Music:   (selected with Music Director)

	Eucharistic Prayer

	Lord’s Prayer

	Nuptial Blessing
	A     B     C     D

	Communion Music:   (selected with Music Director)


	Optional Rites:     Unity Candle     Flowers to Mothers     Marian Bouquet

	             Music: (selected with Music Director)

	Recessional Music: (selected with Music Director)


Notes:

Wedding Ceremony

	Groom
	Bride

	Day
	Time


Prelude Music: 
(selected with Music Director)
Entrance Procession: (selected with Music Director)
Entrance Music: (selected with Music Director)
	Old Testament Reading #
	Read by:

	Responsorial Psalm
	(selected with Music Director)

	New Testament Reading #
	Read by:

	Gospel Acclamation
	(selected with Music Director)

	Gospel Reading #
	Read by Priest or Deacon

	Sermon
	Priest or Deacon


	Statement of Intentions
	Lead by Priest or Deacon

	Wedding Vows
	A     B

	Blessing and Exchange of Rings
	Lead by Priest or Deacon

	General Intercessions: 
	Read by:

	Nuptial Blessing
	A     B     C     D


	Optional Rites:     Unity Candle     Flowers to Mothers     Marian Bouquet

	             Music: (selected with Music Director)

	Recessional Music: (selected with Music Director)


Notes:
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